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MOUNT EVEREST

(29,035ft/8,850m) May 27, 8:15 AM, NEPAL SUMMIT TIME

2017

THE HIGHEST MOUNTAIN ON EARTH

This yearbook is a portal into Alpine Ascents 2017. While so much of the Everest work is behind the scenes
and not captured, we’ve compiled a series of webcasts, climber photos and social media posts that will tell
their story. Most of the camera work can be accredited to the lead guide Ben Jones; the work speaks for itself.
Enjoy!
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CONGRATULATIONS 2017 CLIMBERS
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Our 2017 team climbers were: Malcom Alexander, John Peterson, Santiago Perez, John Zeckendorf, David Hill and Mark King.
Our guides Ben Jones, Eric Murphy and Jangbu Sherpa made the summit with Malcom Alexander, John Peterson, Santiago
Perez, John Zeckendorf, Kami Rita Sherpa, Fur Kancha Sherpa, Mingma Tshering Sherpa and Dawa Nuru Sherpa. Many
thanks to Lakpa Rita and his amazing crew at base camp. Special thanks to Jiban Ghimire in Kathmandu and Mark King and David
Hill as part of our climbing team. The group left the South Col at 11pm, reaching the highest point on Earth at 8:15am on May
27th, 2017.

FOLLOW THE JOURNEY WITH TAMPSTAMPED ENTRIES FROM THEIR CYBERCAST!
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2017 GUIDES

MEET THE 2017 EXPEDITION CREW
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THE SOUTH COL ROUTE

After reaching Base Camp (17,598ft/5364m) we
established four camps on the mountain.

CAMP 1: 19,500FT / 5943M

Situated at the top of the ice fall, this camp functions as an
intermediate camp until Camp 2 is established.

CAMP 2: 21,000FT / 6400M

Our advanced base camp in the Western Cwm, a flat glacial valley
basin. It consists of large tents for cooking and dining, as well
as several smaller tents for sleeping. It is our base during the
placements of Camp 3 and 4.

CAMP 3: 23,500FT / 7162M

Standing at the head of the cirque on the Lhotse face, this camp
will consist of three and four man tents. This intermediate camp
helps us to reach Camp 4.

CAMP 4: 26,300FT / 8016M

High camp on the South Col is the final stop before the summit.

BASE CAMP
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CAMP 2

CAMP 3
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THE TREK TO BASE CAMP

9 DAYS IN THE HIMALAYA

The trek to Everest Base Camp took approximately 9 days and went from the Dudh Kosi valley up through
the Imja Drangka and onto the Khumbu Glacier. Along the way, we visited the villages of Namche, Tengboche,
Pheriche and Lobuche, which are richly cultured villages with spectacular views of the Himalayas.
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THE TREK TO BASE CAMP

9 DAYS IN THE HIMALAYA

APRIL 1, 2017 \ KATHMANDU-LUKLA-PHADKING

Here we are in the Khumbu valley at our first lodging in Phadking. We left the hotel at 5am and were lucky to be on the first
flights out. We arrived in Lukla at 7am and completed a leisurely 3.5 hr walk up to Phadking, at about 8,700ft. We’ll spend the
night here and tomorrow we’ll hike up to Namche at 11,300ft, where we will spend two nights acclimatizing.

APRIL 3, 2017 \ NAMCHE-TENGBOCHE-DEBOUCHE

Today we had a leisurely breakfast and then headed out on an acclimatization hike up to the Everest View Lodge, about a
thousand feet above Namche. After a little tea and a very short view of Everest and Lhotse because of the clouds, we descended
back to Namche for lunch. The rest of today we are relaxing, shopping, and resting. Tomorrow we head to our next village,
Deboche.

APRIL 4, 2017 \ ADJUSTING AT 12,600FT

We left our good friends at the Panorama Lodge after a short blessing ceremony for safe passage in the mountains and headed
towards Tengboche. In Tengboche, we went straight to the bakery for apple pie and coffee before visiting the famous Monastery
for their afternoon prayer ceremony. After the ceremony we had a quick hike down the hill to Deboche where we settled into our
lodge for the night. We are all doing well and having a great time here as well as adjusting to our new altitude of 12,600ft.
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THE TREK TO BASE CAMP

9 DAYS IN THE HIMALAYA

APRIL 5, 2017 \ BLESSINGS AT 14,300FT

Lakpa Rita Sherpa helped to translate Lama Geshi’s blessing for our climbing team today. Each time we climb Everest we go to
Lama Geshi’s house in upper Pangboche to receive a blessing for safe passage up and down Everest. Lama Geshi is a high Lama
in the Khumbu Valley. Traditionally, trekkers do not take part in this ceremony. The Lama was very open today and the trekkers
also received a blessing.

APRIL 7, 2017 \ STUNNING VIEWS AT LAST VILLAGE BEFORE BASECAMP

Today we had another beautiful day and a fairly easy hike up to Lobuche to a new elevation of 16,200ft. The team is doing great
and acclimatizing well. Tomorrow we will have a “rest day” with a short hike in the morning. We are enjoying the trek and culture
in the Khumbu but we are one step closer to getting to Basecamp which is getting exciting!

APRIL 8, 2017 \ JUST AROUND THE CORNER

We spun as many prayer wheels as we could over the last 8 days on the way to Everest Basecamp. Today we arrive.
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WELCOME TO BASE CAMP

17,598ft / 5364m

APRIL 11, 2017 \ WARM WELCOME WITH A SURPRISE PERFORMANCE

We arrived safely to Basecamp two days ago after a great trek through the Khumbu. Yesterday we said goodbye to Nick, Julie,
Dianette, and Lynn who trekked with us to Basecamp. Today we had an unexpected performance in Basecamp by DJ Paul
Okenfold which was a unique and rare event. Some of the climbers got out their dancing shoes and we headed down to the
bottom of Basecamp (about 45 minutes away) to enjoy the performance and daytime rave!
We are just getting settled into Basecamp life here, got the wifi going today, had showers in the afternoon and got some rest to
acclimatize to 17,500ft. The next couple of days we will get some of our gear ready, have our Puja, do some training on ladders
with crampons, and do a couple hikes. The group is doing well, but has coughs due to cold air. We have plenty of time to rest and
get healthy before we start heading up Everest on our first rotation.
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WELCOME TO BASE CAMP

17,598ft / 5364m

APRIL 13, 2017 \ EVEREST CLIMBERS PUJA DAY

We had our Puja today, asking for safe passage up and down Everest. We have an excellent Sherpa team that put together this
Puja and made it a memorable experience for the whole team. We will be doing some training for the next couple of days and
then starting our first rotation up the mountain. Everything seems to be shaping up nicely with the route in good condition all
the way to Camp 2. Our Sherpa team will be heading up early tomorrow to stock camp with food and tents.

EVEREST PUJA 2017
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WELCOME TO BASE CAMP

17,598ft / 5364m
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BASE CAMP TOUR

© Ben Jones

01:22

© Ben Jones

© Ben Jones

ACCLIMATIZING

18,700ft / 5700m

APRIL 17, 2017 \ BATTLING THE WINDS

Yesterday we wrapped up our training in some fierce winds in Basecamp. Today the winds continued, but we battled through
them to climb to Pumori Camp at a new elevation of 18,700ft. It’s a nice hike to do from Basecamp to acclimatize because it is all
on dirt and rock and provides incredible views of Everest, Lhotse, and Nuptse. It was good to get a view of part of our route on
the Lhotse face which is currently holding some snow… which is a good thing for us.
Things are progressing fast this year on the mountain with all of the fixing gear for Camp 2 to the Summit already up at Camp 2.
Fixing will start in a few days on the Lhotse face towards Camp 3.As for our team, we are doing well. Tomorrow we will observe a
no climbing day due to the icefall tragedy of 2014, and then looking ahead we are planning on heading up to Camp 1 on our first
rotation around the 20th of April.
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CAMP 1

19,500ft / 5943m

APRIL 24, 2017 \ THROUGH THE ICEFALL (1ST ROTATION)

At 3am Nepal time we headed up to Camp 1 for our first rotation, making it to Camp 1 at 19,500ft in good time at 10:30am.
All of our 12 climbing Sherpa have been working hard carrying loads to Camp 1 and 2 over the last couple of weeks. And 3 of
our strongest Sherpa have been helping with the line fixing all the way to the South Col the over last few days. Kami Rita, Fura
Kancha, and Karma Sarki have been working hard at almost 8000m to help get the lines put in early this year as it is a busy year.
We will spend 2 nights at Camp 1 and 2 nights at Camp 2 before heading back down to Basecamp.

MAY 3, 2017 \ THROUGH THE ICEFALL (2ND ROTATION)

We had a great climb through the Khumbu icefall this morning making great time to Camp 1 (5 1/2 hours). It’s a beautiful day up
here and we are resting in our tents after an early wake up this morning. Tomorrow we will head up to Camp 2.
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PREP + TRAINING

BETWEEN BC + CAMP 1
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LADDERS OF THE KHUMBU

© Ben Jones

0:50

© Ben Jones

CAMP 2

21,000ft / 6400m

APRIL 26, 2017 \ CLIMB TO CAMP 2 (1ST ROTATION)

In some fierce winds we packed up and headed to Camp 2. It was pretty chilly, but once we got moving we stayed plenty warm
with sunshine all day. The winds are still gusting here at Camp 2 but we have the additional warmth of our down suits. Our two
cooks here are taking good care of us. We are now heading off to bed and are hoping the winds will die down tomorrow for a
short acclimatization hike towards the Lhotse face to gain some additional altitude.

MAY 4, 2017 \ CLIMB TO CAMP 2 (2ND ROTATION)

Today we made it in good time and style to Camp 2 (21,500ft). Everyone did great and are doing well as we spent the afternoon
here at Camp 2 relaxing and again adjusting to the altitude. Tomorrow we will rest up before heading to Camp 3, a new high for
us at around 23,500ft. Our Sherpa have also been working very hard for the team and they will take a load of gear to the South
Col tomorrow if the weather permits. Fixing to the summit looks like it will happen between the 8-10th of May when the winds
begin to calm down.
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CAMP 2

21,000ft / 6400m
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WEATHER MONITORING

SUMMIT PLANS

MAY 12, 2017 \ BACK FROM NAMCHE

The team arrived back from Namche today feeling good and refreshed! Tomorrow we will go on a hike up towards Pumori
across from Basecamp to gain some altitude and stay active while we wait for the weather and lines to be fixed to the summit.
Our team is in good spirits. Thankful we have such an understanding, patient, and strong team this year willing to stay mentally
focused on climbing to the top of the World in the next couple of weeks.

MAY 18, 2017 \ WAITING AT BASECAMP

Our team has been patiently waiting in Basecamp for good weather over the last week and we are now ready to head up for our
summit attempt. We will continue to monitor the weather over the next few days but our plan is to summit on the 24th. If the
weather is not looking good then we have the option of resting at Camp 2 until it does look good again. Right now we feel pretty
good about asummit the 24th or 25th. Today, guide Eric Murphy celebrated his 46th birthday with an awesome cake cooked by
our chef Gopal.
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FINAL COUNTDOWN
MAY 19, 2017 \ UP WE GO

Today we left Basecamp at 3am and made good time getting to Camp 2. It’s a long day skipping a night at Camp 1, but the team
did well even with the heat in the Western Cwm. It was a beautiful day all the way to Camp 2 and we experienced another crowdfree day through the icefall and all the way to Camp 2.

MAY 21, 2017 \ A BIT MORE WAITING

Our team is doing very well here in Camp 2. We had been looking for our summit bid on the 24th, but with more careful
examination there just didn’t seem to be much of a distinction between a number of days through the 25th. For guides, this is a
huge decision, and not one we take lightly. The plan right now will will be to head up to Camp 3 on the morning of the 24th, then
to the South Col on the 25th. We will rest on the 26th before heading up to the summit in the first hours of the 27th. This extra
rest day at the South Col has been one of the keys to our success over many years providing our team plenty of time to recover
before our summit push.

ALMOST THERE!

CAMP 3

23,500ft / 7162m

MAY 6, 2017 \ FINISHING UP 2ND ROTATION

We started off great this morning heading towards the Lhotse face in some gusty wind. We wrestled with our down suits and
face systems to get comfortable in climbing with no exposed skin to prevent frostbite, frostnip and windburn. We made good
time getting to the Lhotse face and then began climbing above the bergshrund (big crevasse). This can be a tricky section to
get through. We are all safely back to Camp 2 and doing well. We didn’t quite make it to our projected high point today, but we
are feeling good about our team’s acclimatization and will head down to Basecamp tomorrow morning, finishing up our 2nd
rotation. In the next few days we will drop down to lower altitudes to recover, gain strength and get ready for our summit push!

MAY 24, 2017 \ HEADED TO THE SOUTH COL

Today we left for Camp 3 in perfect conditions. We have not encountered a single crowd this entire expedition. We feel good
about that continuing through our summit bid as well. Camp 3 is perched on the Lhotse face where it has literally been chopped
into the ice to make a few flat spots for our tents. It’s a beautiful Camp but there is nowhere to walk around at all as it is pretty
steep. Tomorrow we head to the last Camp, the South Col. We are all now breathing supplemental oxygen on a low flow to sleep
and then for the rest of the climb to the summit and down to at least to Camp 3 on the descent. The weather is still looking good
for us on the 27th, so we will take a day at the South Col before heading to the summit.
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CAMP 4

26,300ft / 8016m

MAY 25, 2017 \ CHECKING IN FROM SOUTH COL, DOING WELL

Alpine Ascents Everest team moved to the South Col, the final camp of Mount Everest today. It was a great day to move up with
calm to no winds. All of the team members and Sherpas are doing well. The team plans on taking a rest day tomorrow and
summiting the next day, on May 27th.

MAY 26, 2017 \ LEAVING THE SOUTH COL FOR THE SUMMIT

The team left the South Col at 11pm Nepal time for the summit. Weather at this moment is clear and calm. Everyone is strong
and well rested. The team will be climbing all night and planning to get to the summit early morning tomorrow May 27th. Stay
tuned.
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THE TOP OF THE WORLD
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29,035ft / 8850M
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MOUNT EVEREST SUMMIT
MAY 27, 2017 at 8:15AM

© BEN JONES

EVEREST IN 2018

Next year, we look forward to equally skilled staff and continued success by
offering the highest quality trip available. Our trips include:

250+ SUMMITS
2016

100% success rate for climbers reaching the
summit.

2013

100% success rate for climbers reaching
high camp! Also 2 guides, 3 climbers and 2
Sherpa also reached the summit of Lhotse
(both peaks within a 24 hour period).

2012

Fourteen Alpine Ascents climbers reach the
summit.

2011 + 2010

100% success rate for climbers reaching
high camp.
*The 2014 and 2015 seasons were cancelled.

Low climber to guide ratio
· Scheduled 2018 lead guide: Ben Jones with Jangbu Sherpa and Eric Murphy
Lakpa Rita Sherpa is our 2018 Everest Expedition Manager
As in past years we offer 1:1 Sherpa to climber ratio (summit day)
Our climber to guide ratio is 4:1 or less
Wi-Fi available at Base Camp
We provide Oxygen above Camp 2 and a 4-liter flow from high camp onward.
We are committed to small team size, operating one fully-guided expedition for
increased safety, climber care and environmental concerns at base camp
We are offering the Everest-Lhotse Combo climb
Consistent with past years, we are committed to wages on the high end of the
pay scale for Sherpa team and staff, often setting industry standards
More details on Everest 2018 at www.alpineascents.com/climbs/mount-everest

THE ALPINE ASCENTS FOUNDATION

Established in 1999, The Alpine Ascents Foundation and its offspring the Sherpa
Education Fund has been assisting children in Nepal to attend high-level, private
schools through scholarship sponsorship. This program has proved highly
successful with some of our students now attending college, and being the first
in their family to receive high levels of education. More recently Alpine Ascents
Foundation has built a nursery school in the village of Namche and was able to
provide financial support to the rebuilding of Thame Village. Please consider a
donation or child sponsorship to help these worthy endeavors!
http://www.alpineascentsfoundation.org

READ THE FULL
WEBCAST HERE

WWW.ALPINEASCENTS.COM

